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lived four hundred versts from Semipalatinsk, he compared
his friend's fate to his own, lamenting over their double mis-
fortune and interpreting their most insignificant dreams
symbolically. He felt sudden fears and joys with no reason,
tried to find talismans, and ended by frequenting a fortune
teller who read the future in beans.
The news from Kuznetsk was bad. Maria Dmitrievna
complained of her solitude, her poverty, her husband's invet-
erate drunkenness and the gossip that was the curse of the
small towns. Her only pleasure was to chat with a new friend
of Isaev's, a charming young schoolmaster, serious and kind.
Dostoevsky was devoured by absurd jealousy. Who was this
young schoolmaster? Did she really love this stranger? Had
she forgotten the past? His letters grew to the size of vol-
umes. He now lived only to receive her mail. He lost his ap-
petite, grew thin and suffered from nervous fits.
Baron Wrangel decided to help Dostoevsky and arrange
for him to meet Madame Isaev at Zmiev, a little town halfway
between Semipalatinsk and Kuznetsk. Maria Dmitrievna
was informed by letter of the date and place of the meeting.
But the military authorities did not allow soldiers to under-
take such long trips. Baron Wrangel resorted to a subter-
fuge, he told everyone that Dostoevsky had had an epileptic
fit, and that he must remain in his room for a day. Lamotte,
the physician of the regiment, was part of the plot and con-
firmed the young man's story. Adam received the order to
close the shutters and to forbid anyone admittance to the
house. At ten in the evening when all the lights of Semi-
palatinsk went out, WrangeFs cab took the two friends to
Zmiev.
"We did not drive, we flew like a hurricane/' writes
Wrangel, "but my poor Feodor Mikhailovich did not realize